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(DHow does this problem affect you/your community/Japan?

(@Where is the problem the most serious?

(@How will this problem affect future generations if it is not fixed?
@What do you think is the most important solution to this problem?
(®What is one thing we can do immediately to help solve this problem?
(®What surprised you when you were researching this topic?

(MWhat is the most important thing that you want us to remember?
®What did you find difficult about making this presentation?
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My Neighbor Totoro — At the Bus Stop
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In the pouring rain, Mei and Satsuki waited at the bus stop for their father.

Mei’s head drooped as she became more and more sleepy. “Don’t you want
to wait at Granny’s?” asked Satsuki. Mei shook her head. “Don’t worry Mei,
Dad will be here soon. But that bus sure is late.” Satsuki lifted Mei on to her
back, balancing her and the umbrella together.

Suddenly, she heard loud, heavy footsteps coming slowly towards the bus stop.
From under the umbrella Satsuki saw Totoro’s furry feet and body as he walked
up next to the girls. She moved the umbrella up slightly to see Totoro’s hand
scratching his side. She saw Totoro’s head with a leaf perched on top. Satsuki
gasped. Water dripped off the leaf onto Totoro’s nose, making a “plop!” with each
drop.

Satsuki stared ahead, unsure of what to do. “Plop!” “Plop!” “Plop!” dripped
the water onto Totoro’s nose. Satsuki glanced up again, and asked, “Totoro?”
Totoro looked at Satsuki and said in a loud voice, “TO-TO-RO.” Satsuki grinned,
and suddenly remembered her spare umbrella. “Oh, wait a minute!” She
opened the umbrella and handed it to Totoro. “Here, try this.” Totoro looked at
the umbrella, holding it upside-down. “Hold it over your head, like this!” Satsuki

explained. Totoro lifted the umbrella over his head, and Satsuki giggled happily.



The Problem of Waste
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Recycling is a modern word, but it is not a modern idea. Many people
used to recycle rubbish to make money. This still happens in some places, but
now some countries buy trash from other countries for recycling. For example,
China and Malaysia buy some trash from Japan.

In the past there was not as much rubbish as there is today. When
people bought or made things, they tried to keep them for a very long time and
they gave them to their children. The same plates, chairs, and farm carts were
used by families for many years.

Unfortunately, today it is very different. Many businesses change the
shape and color of the things that they make. Iflast year’s phone or TV looks
old and out of date, people will throw it away and buy a new one, because they
want to be fashionable. Cars, phones, and computers change often. Also,
many things that people use every day are made of cheap metal or plastic.

They get broken very quickly and it is easier to buy new ones than to repair
them.

We have to recycle to save the Earth. Recycling is cleaner and better for
the environment than landfill sites or burning. Many governments are also
beginning to make laws about recycling rubbish, but we individuals must do our

part to make our communities a better place.



Ichiro — A Legend Retires
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After setting many records, including 4,367 career hits in Japanese and Major
League Baseball, Ichiro, the 45-year-old professional baseball player from Aichi
prefecture, announced his retirement.

We will no longer be able to see his great batting, or his excellent fielding
skills. No doubt all of his fans were sad to hear the news. But it is Ichiro who
said in an interview, "How could I possibly have any regrets?"

Ichiro's final appearance came in a game played in Japan. Even after it was
over, tens of thousands of fans waited for him so they could pay their respects to
the living baseball legend. Ichiro himself appeared moved by the scene. "For me,
1t doesn't get better than tonight."

His remarkable skills may be at the base of his charm, but it was his attitude
to baseball that made him such a good player and made people become fans of
him. Furthermore, Ichiro's words had depth and were very inspirational.

"I'm proud of the fact that since I was a child, I have done difficult things that
other people thought impossible." It was something Ichiro said when he passed
the baseball record of 4,256 career hits. Many believed that this record could not
be broken by a Japanese player. However, Ichiro smashed that belief, through

his 28-year career on both sides of the Pacific Ocean.



